

Joel Michael Smith, PhD




Education
University of California, Los Angeles, CA 
· Ph.D., Organic Chemistry, March 2015
· Graduate Research Assistant, July 2010 to March 2015
· Cumulative GPA: 3.99/4.00

	Furman University, Greenville, SC
· Bachelor of Science, Chemistry and Music, with Honors, May 2010
· Cumulative GPA: 3.45/4.00
Professional and Academic Experience
Florida State University  Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
95 Chieftan Way, Tallahassee, FL 32306  Tel. (850)-644-9624  Email: jsmith17@fsu.edu
 Associate Professor of Chemistry: Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL.
· August 2025 to present
· Complex molecule synthesis, reaction invention.
· Discovery of novel psychedelic therapeutic leads.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry: Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL.
· August 2018 to July 2025
· Complex molecule synthesis and reaction invention.
· Development of new catalytic transformations.

Arnold O. Beckman Postdoctoral Fellow: The Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla, CA
· May 2015 to June 2018; Advisor: Phil S. Baran
· Developed strategies for the total synthesis of terpenoid natural products.
· Development of new decarboxylative cross-coupling reactions.

NSF Graduate Research Fellow: University of California, Los Angeles, CA
· July 2010 to March 2015; Advisor: Professor Neil K. Garg
· Developed and implemented synthetic strategies to construct complex akuammiline alkaloids.
· Completed total syntheses of the akuammiline targets picrinine, strictamine, and aspidophylline A.

Teaching Assistant: University of California, Los Angeles, CA	
· Led discussions for undergraduate organic chemistry (January 2011 to June 2011).
· Supervised and taught undergraduate experimental organic chemistry and laboratory technique (September 2010 to December 2010).
NSF REU Research Fellow: University of Campinas, Campinas, Brazil
· May 2009 to August 2009; Advisor: Professor Fernando Coelho
· Developed a new route to construct 1,3-oxazinanones from Morita-Baylis-Hillman adducts.
 Teaching Assistant: Furman University, Greenville, SC
· September 2008 to May 2010 
· Led discussions and conducted lectures for undergraduate chemistry and music theory courses.
Undergraduate Research Assistant: Furman University, Greenville, SC
· May 2008 to June 2010; Advisor: Brian C. Goess
· Investigated routes toward and completed the total synthesis of the furanosteroid hibiscone C

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Fellowships, Honors, and Awards
· 2025 Eli Lilly Grantee Award
· NIH Maximizing Investigators’ Research Award (8/2023)
· ACS Organic Division Young Investigator Award (8/2023)
· Org. Synth. Synthetic Organic Chemistry Workshop Invitee (8/2023)
· FSU First Year Assistant Professor Fellowship (5/2019)
· Arnold and Mabel Beckman Postdoctoral Fellow (9/2016)
· Pfizer-UCLA Dissertation Award (6/2015)
· Ernest R. Hare, Jr. Memorial Scholarship for Research (11/2014)
· UCLA Chemistry and Biochemistry Travel Grant (8/2014)
· UCLA Dissertation Year Fellowship (7/2014–3/2015)
· NSF Predoctoral Graduate Research Fellowship (6/2011–6/2014)
· Keeler Music Scholarship (9/2009–5/2010)
· NSF-REU South America Fellowship (5/2009–7/2009)
· Furman Advantage Fellowship (5/2008–8/2008)
· Dreyfus Chemistry Scholar (9/2006–5/2010)
· Honor Scholar (9/2006–5/2010)
· Achiever Scholarship (9/2006–5/2010)
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